GERMANY'S RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA, 1908-1911     251
in return for Germany's recognition of Russia's monopoly
in political, strategic, and economic matters in Northern
Persia.45 Izvolski carried on negotiations for such a Russo-
German agreement during the spring and early summer
of 1907, at the same time with his negotiations on the same
subject with England, evidently playing off the two coun-
tries against one another.46 But when he had the Anglo-
Russian Convention safely in his pocket, he dropped the
conversations with Berlin.47 Russia's objections to the
Bagdad Railway would be safeguarded by Sir Edward
Grey's policy of insisting that all conversations on the sub-
ject must be a quatre, in which the Entente Powers would
outnumber Germany three to one. Germany for her part
felt sure that Russia's aggressive designs in Persia would
inevitably lead to serious friction with England without any
German stimulation. Therefore in Billow's inelegant
phrase: "II jaut les laisser cuire dans leur jus"4S
In 1908, however, Germany's relations with Russia be-
gan to be less satisfactory. Izvolski wished to recover in
the Near East some of the prestige which Russia had lost
in her disastrous war in the Far East. He believed that the
alliance with France and the Entente with England assured
him their benevolent attitude, and that he could proceed
to open the Straits for Russian warships. Germany had
often declared that she had no objections'to this, and Aus-
tria could be satisfied by being invited to annex Bosnia and
Herzegovina. This was the substance of his "Buchlau
Bargain" with the Austrian Foreign Minister, Aehrenthal,
which will be described in more detail in the next chapter
on Balkan Problems. Aehrenthal, however, acted quickly
and made sure at once of his half of the bargain. But
<5 Feb. 20, 1907; G.P., XXV, 122 ff.           46 G.P., XXV, 124-145.
47 There were, to be sure, some unimportant discussions arising from
the conflicts between Hartwig and Richthofen, the overzealous repre-
sentatives of Russia and Germany at Teheran; GJP., XXV, 147-173,